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Sherri Ferns, director of 

sales and marketing for Duprey 

Hospitality, which includes the 

Grappone Conference Center 

in Concord, said the center's 

in-house catering can move 

200 people through lunch in 20 

minutes and 500 people in 30 

minutes for buffet-style or plated 

lunches. It also offers box lunch­

es for corporate events focused 

on training where attendees 

don't necessarily stay the entire 

event. The center also offers 

dietary options including vegan 

and vegetarian, something that 

should not be overlooked by 

event planners. 

The Grappone Conference Center's central location 

helps make it popular for conferences and its flex-space 

meeting room layout does see days with multiple groups. 

Ferns said the center has clients who ask if there will be a 

competing entity at the center, or they will even rent the 

whole space. 

"If it has anything to do with politics, they will ask," she 

said. "We are internally mindful and there are times when 

you have a competing event. A lot of times, venues won't 

say who but will confirm that there are no competing 

interests. Or we say you should 

consider picking another day." 

The Easterseals NH Military & 

Veterans Campus in Franklin pro­

vides a community for veterans, 

military members, first responders 

and their families. It also provides 

a unique meeting and event 

venue for Easterseals as well as 

outside groups. The 15-acre river­

side campus features recreational 

opportunities for team building 

and corporate events including 

SO-plus miles of rail trails. 

"The campus is so beauti-

ful here, and there are so many 

options," said Ana McKenna, 

interim director of Easterseals Military & Veterans 

Campus. She added that holding a business event at the 

campus is a great chance for companies and groups to 

give back and help sustain the campus. 

Michele Talwani, chief communications and marketing 

officer, Easterseals NH & VT, said while event planning 

and hosting is not a focus for the campus, it helps sup­

port Easterseals' overall mission. Easterseals hosts golf 

tournaments and the Red, White & Brew Craft Beer and 

Wine Festival to support Veterans Count, which busi­

nesses can join as an off-site event. 
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